
After acquiring the appropriate design approvals and building 
permits the deck can be constructed using a typical sequence 
as follows:

1 	 �
Estimate materials required and place order on your timber 
and hardware supplier, and/or consult with your supplier who 
may have a estimating and quoting service available.

2
	�
Prepare site and locate footings/post holes using string line, 
line level, pegs and footing stirrups. Clearly establish where 
posts or piers etc are to be centred and prepare appropriate 
footings – post hole and blob footing/pier footing/footing for 
post stirrups or anchor bases. Pour concrete and allow to cure 
for recommended time (say 7 days).

3
	 �
Erect deck supports – posts/poles/piers. Provide temporary 
bracing as required to hold them in place.

4
	 ��
Locate Bearers on supports and fix in place as 
appropriate, then provide permanent bracing between 
post and bearer if required. Note that traditional bolting 
and nail fixing would be adequate but the increasing range 
of prefabricated galvanised steel special or multipurpose 
brackets could offer effective and convenient alternatives.

5
	 ���
Locate joists on bearers and attach to provide 450mm 
spacing. lnstall blocking necessary, install permanent 
post to joist bracing if required. (A precautionary prime/seal 
of all end grain of joists and strutting before fixing would be 
good practice).

6
	 ��
Apply a weed control measure under the deck particularly 
under low level decks where the under-deck area is difficult 
to access.

7
	 ��
Paint/stain (first coat), all deck framework as desired, 
paying particular attention to upper edges of bearers and 
joists and an exposed end grain.

8
	 ��
Cut to fit and install guard rail supports if necessary 
then cut and fix decking, ensuring all pieces are supported 
over at least three joists (i.e. at least two spaces). Again a 
precautionary first coat of paint/stain all round applied to 
all decking before fixing, paying particular attention to end 
grain would be good practice.

	� Generally it is good practice to pre-drill nail holes at ends 
of boards (e.g. at butt-joins) to avoid splitting.

	� Use two nails to fix decking to each joist, sized for 
penetration of about 30mm into hardwood and cypress 
joists and about 38mm into softwood joists. Special 
contorted shank nails (twist or ring shank) are preferred 
for nailing into P.T. Pine joists but would also give superior 
fixing to hardwood joists.

	� Space decking about 1mm for unseasoned decking to 
allow for shrinkage, or about 4mm for seasoned decking.

9
	 ��
Install railing, balusters, fascias, other trimwork as 
required.

10
	
Finish with paint/stain as desired.

Special Note. All timber exposed to weather (sun, rain, dew) 
will undergo colour change and some surface checking (fine 
cracking) and erosion of the surface. The effects of weathering 
can be minimised by timber selection and by coating 
exposed components with suitable water repellent solutions, 
exterior quality stains, or exterior quality outdoor furniture or 
decking paints, used to manufacturers recommendations and 
maintained as deterioration is observed.
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